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The Associated Students of the University of Montana 1 
Resolution Regarding Net Metering Bills in the Sixty-Fifth Legislature 2 
December 7, 2016 3 
SB45-16/17 4 
Authored by: Kenzie Lombardi, ASUM Student Political Action Director; Wyatt 5 
Smith, ASUM Senator; Sam Forstag, ASUM President 6 
Sponsored by:  7 
 8 
Whereas, the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) represents the 9 
interests of the student body; 10 
 11 
Whereas, the Constitution of Montana ensures a “clean and healthful environment in 12 
Montana for present and future generations;”1 13 
 14 
Whereas, University of Montana students are concerned with maintaining a clean and 15 
healthful Montana; 16 
 17 
Whereas, ASUM recognizes the recommendations given by the Energy and 18 
Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC) in their report to the 65th Legislature; 19 
 20 
Whereas, Forty-four states have authorized net metering, and utilities in three additional 21 
states—Idaho, South Carolina and Texas—have implemented net metering programs; 22 
 23 
Whereas, Net metering is a proven and cost-effective method to increase and incentivize 24 
renewable energy efforts state-wide; 25 
 26 
Whereas, The current net metering law only allows renewable installations of less than 27 
50kW capacity to be eligible for NWE’s system. 28 
 29 
Whereas, There were approximately 1,500 net-metered generators in the NorthWestern 30 
Energy’s (NWE) service territory in 2015 compared to about 370 net-metered generators 31 
in 20082; 32 
 33 
Whereas, The University of Montana stands to gain from legislation drafted by the ETIC 34 
regarding net metering; 35 
 36 
Whereas, Impact studies examining the costs and benefits associated with widespread net 37 
metering have been conducted by numerous states, such as the Nevada Public Utility 38 
Commission’s “Net Energy Metering Impacts Evaluation”3; 39 
 40 
                                                 
1 Constitution of Montana, Article IX, Section 1, http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/CONSTITUTION/IX/1.htm 
2 NorthWestern Energy Universal System Benefits Activities 2009 Annual Report, Renewable Resources 
and NorthWestern Energy Universal System Benefits Activities 2015 Annual Report 
3 “Nevada Net Energy Metering Impacts Evaluation,” July 2014, 
thttp://puc.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/pucnvgov/Content/About/Media_Outreach/Announcements/Announceme
nts/E3%20PUCN%20NEM%20Report%202014.pdf?pdf=Net-Metering-Study 
  
Whereas, Conducting a similar study for the state of Montana should not take the place of 41 
legislation that takes advantage of the already-existing wealth of information; 42 
 43 
Whereas, increased net metering caps for government entities would benefit the 44 
University of Montana by enabling the exploration and possible development of 45 
renewable energy on a larger scale than is currently available; 46 
 47 
Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Associated Students of the University of Montana 48 
(ASUM) supports legislative efforts to increase existing caps on government entities; 49 
 50 
Therefore, Let it Further Be Resolved that ASUM supports legislative efforts to increase 51 
the accessibility and feasibility of residential, community, and public net metering across 52 
the state of Montana during the 65th Legislature. 53 
 54 
 55 
Passed by Committee: _________________________ 56 
 57 
Passed by ASUM Senate: _________________________ 58 
  59 
 60 
______________________    __________________________ 61 
Matt Quist,      Elizabeth Engebretson, 62 
SPA Committee Chair    Chair of the Senate  63 
